The Universal Provider

by James Marshall just before Queen Victoria's
accession in 1837, had outgrown its original premises
at 11 Vere Street, and had taken a frontage in Oxford
Street at the angle between Oxford Street and Vere
Street. Here the firm had put in 1851 a new building
known as the Royal British Warehouse. Not far from
Marshall and Snelgrove's, also out of Oxford Street, but
in Wigmore Street (No. 44 and adjacent houses), was
another growing drapery business, that of Debenham
and Pooley, whose origin dated back as far as 1778.

These, then, were the biggest shops in and about
Oxford Street. But Regent Street on the whole held
even more brilliant and fashionable establishments. At
the northernmost extremity, where the Queen's Hall
and St George's Hall now stand, was the London
Carriage Repository of Marks and Son. Then at the
end of Regent Street near Oxford Circus stood (at Nos.
247-249) the Mourning Warehouse of W. Checkall Jay
and Son, founded about the same time as Marshall and
Snelgrove's. This was not a cheerful-looking place from
the outside.

The sober hue of its decorations, contrasting in a striking
manner with the gay and cheerful aspect of those by which
it is surrounded, must at once attract the attention of the
most casual observer, and induce him to desire to know
something of the nature of its business. . . . Here may be
had every variety of mourning attire, from that which
heartfelt affection dictates for the loss of a fond parent or
dearly beloved relative to the slight token which friendship
or fashion demand, in the newest and most approved
material and style, and at a few hours' notice.

As well as mourning attire Jay's sold all kinds of
millinery.
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